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ENGAGEMENT
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FIRST PEOPLES HOUSE
UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA, B.C.

LEED GOLD CERTIFIED

2006/2009
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BUILDING AND SITE
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ENVIRONMENT-INDIGENOUS LANDSCAPE

6 © 2020 RAIC|IRAC 



WATER CONSERVATION
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DISPLACEMENT VENTILATION
• Passively cooled

 100% outdoor air handling  unit

 Operable windows

 Fresh air earth loop

 Computer fluid dynamic modelling 

to calibrate ventilation requirements 

to occupant load

DISPLACEMENT VENTILATION
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AIR INTAKE TOTEM
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USER CONTROLLED + DDC CONTROLLED OPERABLE OPENINGS
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EXHAUST OPENINGS 

CALIBRATED TO OCCUPANT LOAD
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THE IMPORTANCE OF CEDAR
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TIMBER DETAILING

TIMBER CONNECTION

• Interpretation of the slotted post 

and beam connection for the 

Coast Salish Long house

 25mm Tight fit stainless steel

pins with 2mm taper

 Knife plate base connection

 Glulam columns 175mm x 380 

to 456mm

 Glulam beams sized to span 

from 175 x 532mm to 722mm
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CEREMONIAL HALL   |  INTERPRETATION OF THE BIG HOUSE

14 © 2020 RAIC|IRAC 



MULTI-FUNCTIONAL SPACE
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WOVEN CEDAR PANELS

WOVEN CEDAR DETAIL

• Inspired from the bullrush matt used to 

keep the draft out of Longhouses.

 45mm x 6mm cedar strips woven between 

16mm diameter wood dowels

 Panel models 1524mm wide
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ARTISTS

1. Doug Lafortune
Coast Salish

2. Charles Elliot
Tsartlip First Nation

3. Rande Cook
Kwakwak’wakw

4. Luke Marston
Coast Salish

5. Morris (Moy) Sutherland Jr.
Nuu-chah-nulth

6. Rick Harry
Squamish Nation
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John Livingston- Art 
Coordinator
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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO SCARBOROUGH

INDIGINOUS HOUSE
Toronto, Ontario
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SITE CONTEXT
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SITE DIAGRAMS
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SITE PLAN GROUND FLOOR
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SITE PLAN SECOND FLOOR
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LANDSCAPE PLAN - GROUND COVER
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LANDSCAPE PLAN - TREE COVER
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VIEW FROM THE WEST LOOKING UP THE RAMP AND AT THE SUNKEN GARDEN
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WIGWAM – CULTURAL PRECEDENT
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ROOF STRUCTURAL CONCEPT
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CEREMONIAL GATHERING PLACE
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BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN- MECHANICAL ENERGY RECOVERY VENTILATOR DIAGRAM
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VENTILATION DIAGRAM – SUMMER MODE
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VENTILATION DIAGRAM – SPRING AND FALL MODE
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VENTILATION DIAGRAM – WINTER MODE




