
 

 

The Royal Architectural Institute of Canada 
 Award of Excellence 

Innovation in Architecture  
Terms of Reference  

 
 
1. Purpose 
 
This award is to recognize excellence in architectural innovation, including the research and 
development and the applied use of new technology; unique adaptation of existing technology; new 
project delivery methods; new design processes; new details; or the development of new methods 
related to the construction process.  
 
Innovations cover a wider range of architectural endeavors including, but not limited to Management, 
Project Delivery, Energy, or Building Envelope. The award is intended to recognize skill and innovation 
in technology, project delivery, building science, practice of architecture and social innovation.  
 
Submissions would be judged on the following criteria: 
 

▪ Clarity;  
▪ Degree of resolution of all required aspects and details of the project; 
▪ Complexity of the project;  
▪ Ingenuity in the communication of ideas and development of the construction documents; 
▪ New solutions to achieve sustainability. 
 

2. Eligibility 
 
RAIC members are eligible to submit for this award. 
  
 
3. Submission Materials 
 
Submissions shall be accompanied by an entry fee of $415.   
 
Submissions will be completed using the NEW online submission platform. 
 
The following items must be completed or provided: 
 

1. Completed submission form 
2. Submission entry fee;  
3. A project credit sheet;  
4. A 500-word project description outlining the objectives and significance of the project.   

This text should be conceived to be accessible to the general public. 
5. A 100-word media statement crafted for website postings and media campaign requirements.  



 

 

6. A three-page written summary. Innovations in quantifiable areas should be supported with 
measurable comparisons and data; the summary must also answer the following questions, 
where applicable: 

    
6.1 What is the specific performance improvement/enhancement of this particular 

innovation? (Science) 
6.2 What are the broader implications to other projects of this innovation? (any category) 
6.3 How does this innovation further the practice of architecture? (Business/Practice) 
 

7. All graphic images necessary to describe the innovation must also be provided; 
8. A numerical index listing all photos and providing full photo credit information, including 

photographer/agency name. 
9. In the case of collaborations, the submission must include a clear description of the role of each 

individual;  
10. A signed declaration by the RAIC member. 

 
 
All winning entries will be kept by the RAIC for publication, exhibition and archival purposes.  
Unsuccessful entries will not be returned. 
 
 
4. Selection Process  
 
The Awards Committee will appoint a jury of three (3) persons who will meet at the RAIC National 
Office to make their determinations as to the conference of the awards. The jury will include three 
Canadian architects; or, two Canadian architects recognized for innovation, and one Canadian 
Engineer involved in the building industry or a representative from the National Research Council – 
Institute for Research in Construction. The jury may call upon outside expertise to evaluate the specific 
innovation. The Jury shall forward its decision to the RAIC Board of Directors regarding the winning 
entries. The President of the RAIC shall bestow the award. 
 
5. Number of Awards 
 
A maximum of three awards may be conferred at the discretion of the jury.  
 
At its discretion the jury may elect not to confer an award. 
 
The award shall be a medal, cast with the RAIC emblem and inscribed on the reverse: 
 

Name of firm 
 

Award of Excellence 
Innovation in Architecture 

(insert year) 
 

Name of Project 



 

 

 
6. Frequency 
 
The award is to be offered every two years. 
 
7. Public Presentation 
 
The presentation of the RAIC Awards of Excellence for Innovation in Architecture will be made at the 
Annual RAIC Conference on Architecture or other suitable ceremony. 

 


