
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

ROB AND CHERYL McEWEN INVEST $10 MILLION IN  
LAURENTIAN UNIVERSITY’S SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

 
SUDBURY, ON (JUNE 29, 2016) – The Laurentian University School of Architecture will now be known 
as the McEwen School of Architecture, in recognition of a significant investment by Rob and Cheryl 
McEwen. A blue and gold banner bearing the McEwen name was unfurled outside the School in 
downtown Sudbury today, as the McEwens announced a $10 million gift. Four million dollars will be 
used to complete the School’s $45 million state-of-the-art facility. The remaining $6 million will enhance 
the student experience and maximize their capacity to become agents of change for architecture 
globally.    
 
“Investing in Laurentian’s School of Architecture is a thrilling and proud moment for us.  This School’s 
focus on green and sustainable design, rooted in northern landscapes and community, is creating 
unique opportunities for the next generation of architects,” said Rob McEwen.  “We are already seeing 
the impact the School has had on northern communities in its first three years, and we look forward to 
the innovation and excellence in design these young leaders will achieve in years to come.” 
 
“We are immensely grateful to the McEwen family for this transformative gift,” said Dr. Terrance 
Galvin, Founding Director of the School of Architecture. “This investment will help us fulfill our 
mission to establish a unique and cutting-edge architecture program whose graduates will contribute 
to socio-economic and cultural development in the Northern latitudes across Canada and around the 
world.  With his vision and enthusiasm, Rob will be a superb mentor to our students.” 
 
Mr. McEwen is renowned as a visionary in the mining industry and in philanthropy. After a successful 
career in financial services and investment management, Mr. McEwen became one of Canada’s 
leading executives in the mining industry.  He is the founder of Goldcorp Inc., which he grew from a 
small company with a market capitalization of $50 million to a global player worth more than $10 billion. 
He is currently the Chairman and Chief Owner of McEwen Mining Inc. (MUX on NYSE & TSX) and of 
Lexam VG Gold Inc. (LEX on TSX), which explore for and mine gold, silver, and copper, in Canada, 
USA, Mexico and Argentina. Some of Rob McEwen’s awards include the 2003 Northern Miners “Mining 
Man of the Year”, and the 2006 Canadian Business magazine’s “Most Innovative CEO.” He was 
appointed to the Order of Canada in 2007.   Rob and his wife Cheryl are passionate about encouraging 
and promoting excellence and innovation in education and health care. Their donations to furthering 
these objectives are in excess of $50 million.  
 
Cheryl McEwen is Vice-Chair of UHN Toronto General & Western Hospital Foundation, which raises 
funds for research, education and the enhancement of patient care at Canada’s largest 
medical research hospital complex. She is the founder and President of “Make my Day Foods,” the 
creator and manufacturer of the Veggie Puck, an organic, raw, frozen and nutrient-dense mixed 
vegetable serving ready to be blended into a daily smoothie. Cheryl is the Co-Chair of the Grand Cru 
Culinary Wine Festival, which is recognized as one of Canada's top fundraising events. This 
event annually assembles the finest wine and gourmet cuisine and the brightest minds in 
medical research. Grand Cru has raised net proceeds of more than $21.2 million for 



 

 

medical research since its inception in 2005. Cheryl is also very active in the strategic growth of 
the McEwen Centre for Regenerative Medicine. 
 
 “We are honoured to accept this generous investment by the McEwens in our School of Architecture, 
and proud that the School will be associated with Rob and his family,” said Steve Paikin, Chancellor of 
Laurentian University.  “It is a great gesture of support for our School and our students, and we believe 
it is also a testament to the momentum and growing national recognition of our university,” said 
President and Vice-Chancellor Dominic Giroux.   
 
The McEwen School of Architecture welcomed its charter class in September 2013.  It will launch its 
Master of Architecture graduate program in 2017.   
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About the McEwen School of Architecture 
Laurentian’s School of Architecture is the first new school of architecture to open in Canada in 45 years. It is also 
the first school of its kind in Northern Ontario and the first in Canada outside Québec to offer courses in French. 
The McEwen School provides an immersive educational experience that conveys the inherent necessity of pairing 
technical expertise with a full understanding of the spirit of landscapes, and the people who inhabit them, in order 
to design smart, sustainable and functional buildings. In only three years, students have already won numerous 
national and international awards, including a first place win at the Bergen International Wood Festival in Norway 
in May 2016.  

As the 12th School of Architecture in Canada, the School was conceived as a venue for students from the North 
to be able to study architecture in their region; it will also encourage recent graduates to stay and become a part 
of the growing design community in the North. The McEwen School will be recognized for its research and design 
with wood, its research into indigenous architecture, as well as its expertise in studying the Sudbury Basin as a 
source for design.  
 
The McEwen School is housed in a magnificent new $45 million complex in downtown Sudbury designed by LGA 
Architectural Partners totalling 77,000 sq ft including two century-old repurposed buildings formerly owned by CP 
Rail and CP Telegraph, and a final phase of 52,000 sq ft which will officially open this Fall serving more than 260 
students. A highly competitive program, enrolment will rise to 400 students by 2018, when it will have 25 faculty 
and staff.  
 
About Laurentian University 
Laurentian University offers an outstanding university experience in English and French, with a comprehensive 
approach to Indigenous education.  Laurentian’s 9,400 students benefit from small class sizes and the best post-
graduation employment rates among Ontario universities.  With nine Canada Research Chairs and eighteen 
research centres, Laurentian is a recognized leader in its specialized areas of research strength, which include 
mining innovation and exploration, stressed watershed systems, particle astrophysics and rural and northern 
children’s health. Laurentian University has secured over $100 million in research income in the past five years. It 
is the home of the Bharti School of Engineering, the Goodman School of Mines and the McEwen School of 
Architecture, three award-winning schools named since 2011 thanks to generous eight-figure gifts from prominent 
Canadian philanthropists.  
 
For more information on Laurentian University visit www.laurentian.ca 
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