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Bing Thom is a global thinker who through the strength of his architecture has 
encouraged communities in Canada and around the world to raise their ambitions 
and strive to improve their condition. His natural curiosity coupled with intensely 
critical thinking has resulted in architecture of innovation and a quest for 
excellence that is at the forefront of what is being produced this era.

Innovative, Award-Winning Architect
Recipient of awards ( ∙ eg: raic Governor General awards, Lieutenant-Governor of 
bc awards, Marche International des Professionels de l’Immobilier, cip Award 
for Planning Excellence, National Excellence of the Waterfront) for projects of 
greatly varying size and complexity: residential projects, performance arts 
centres, mixed-use complexes, commercial centres, waterfront developments, 
neighbourhood plans, and city master plans.
Champion of technical innovation and recipient of numerous innovation awards  ∙
(eg: for new heavy timber wall systems at Surrey Central City, for structure at 
Vancouver Aquarium).
Architect of highly popular exposition buildings such as  Expo ‘86 ( ∙ nwt Pavilion) 
and Expo ’92 (Canada Pavilion - the only international pavilion retained by Spain 
as a legacy building).
Designer of the recently opened Arena Stage in Washington  ∙ dc, already 
declared one of the top ten contemporary buildings in Washington by the Urban 
Development Institute.
“Rare among architects today, Bing knows how to build….”—Phyllis Lambert ∙

Influential Urban Planner
Planner of numerous awarded and recognized master plans: Dalian and Yuxi in  ∙
China, The Trinity Uptown Plan in Fort Worth tx.
Award winner for urban projects that ripple positive change to a broad  ∙
community: Surrey Central City in Surrey bc, Arena Stage in Washington dc and 
The Trinity Uptown Plan in Fort Worth tx.
Canadian finalist, along with six other international firms, for the Master  ∙
Planning ideas competition for the Shanghai 2010 Expo site.

Teacher, Lecturer and Researcher
Adjunct professor of design at University of British Columbia, University of  ∙
Singapore, honourary professor at Tongji University in Shanghai.
A popular speaker, Bing has been invited to lecture at many universities and  ∙
institutes including the University of Singapore, University of British Columbia, 
University of Lethbridge, University of California at Los Angeles and Berkley, the 
University of Illinois, Harvard University, McGill, Dalhousie, Catholic University 
of Louvain, Belgium, Qinghua University in Beijing, Chongqing Architecture 
and Engineering Institute, Tongji University in Shanghai, University of Texas, 
Royal Institute of British Architects, the National Building Museum, Ryerson, 
University of Calgary, Emily Carr University, Simon Fraser University.

Dedicated Volunteer/Citizen
Participated in the “Embassies Project” during the 2008 London Festival of  ∙
Architecture in the creation of an exterior wood sculpture outside Canada House 
on Trafalgar Square.
Founding member of the Chinese Cultural Centre which rejuvenated Vancouver’s  ∙
Chinatown.
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Board member providing leadership during major building phases for University  ∙
of British Columbia and the Vancouver Public Library.
Founding member of ‘Builders without Borders’, a non-profit organization which  ∙
constructs shelter and teaches building industry skills worldwide to those 
most in need, without prejudice regarding race, religion, gender or political 
affiliations.
Advocate of volunteerism with his staff. ∙
Established the Bing Thom Architects Foundation to help fund cultural activities  ∙
in cities across Canada.

Advocate of Multi-Culturalism
Welcomes diversity of perspectives in the studio atmosphere of Bing Thom  ∙
Architects—his staff come from 13 different countries and speak 14 languages 
collectively.
Each project is studied in its cultural and historical context. ∙
Advocate of improved Canadian immigration and trade policies. ∙
“He is a serious thinker and observer of Western and Eastern cultures.” —Arthur  ∙
Erickson

Global Thinker/Philosopher
“A person deeply concerned for the well being of our present civilization.”  ∙
—Arthur Erickson
“He has been tireless in pursuing community issues, which affect architecture,  ∙
urbanism, and the quality of the environment.”—Moshe Safdie
“Thom brilliantly synthesizes social, practical, and urban problems”—Phyllis  ∙
Lambert

Personal Honours and Awards
Order of Canada ∙
Golden Jubilee Medal ∙
Honorary degree from Simon Fraser University ∙
Honorary degree from the University of British Columbia ∙
Honorary professorship at Tongji University in Shanghai ∙
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2011
2011  ∙ usitt Architecture Honor Award Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American 
Theater, Washington dc

2010
Best of 2010 “Overall Project of the Year” Award, Mid-Atlantic Construction   ∙
Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater, Washington dc
raic  ∙ Firm Award
Chinese Canadian Entrepreneurs Lifetime Achievement Award ∙
Associated Builders and Contractors Excellence in Construction Awards 2010,  ∙
National Pyramid Award in Specialty Construction                             
Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater, Washington dc
wbc  ∙ Craftsmanship Award, Washington Building Congress 
Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater, Washington dc

2009
Awards for Excellence in Achievement, Tilt-up Concrete Association  ∙
Sunset Community Centre, Vancouver bc

2008
Awards for Excellence in Concrete Construction, Grand  ∙ connie Award   Sunset 
Community Centre, Vancouver bc
Awards for Excellence in Concrete Construction, Tilt-up Structures   ∙
Sunset Community Centre, Vancouver bc

2007
Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia Certificate of Merit for Excellence in  ∙
Architecture, aibc Aberdeen Centre, Richmond bc

2006
Western Living Residential Design Awards, Winner of Large Home Category  ∙
Acadia Street Residence, Vancouver bc
Awards for Excellence in Concrete Construction, Architectural Concrete   ∙ Acadia 
Street Residence, Vancouver bc

2005 
Excellence on the Waterfront Awards—Top Honor, The Waterfront Center,  ∙
Washington dc The Trinity Uptown Plan, Fort Worth ok
Merit Awards, Landscape Analysis & Planning, Boston Society of Landscape  ∙
Architects The Trinity Uptown Plan, Fort Worth ok
Citation Award, Wood Design Awards  ∙ Surrey Central City, Surrey bc

2004 
Award of Excellence, Vancouver Regional Construction Association   ∙
Aberdeen Mall, Richmond bc
Illuminating Engineering Society & International Illumination Lighting Design  ∙
Awards Surrey Central City, Surrey bc
Marche International des Professionels de l’Immobilier (Cannes, France) Special  ∙
Jury Prize Surrey Central City, Surrey bc
Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia Medal in Architecture,  ∙ aibc 
Surrey Central City, Surrey bc

SELECTED AWARDS
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Architectural Institute of British Columbia Innovation Award   ∙
Surrey Central City, Surrey bc

2002 
Golden Jubilee Award ∙

2001 
cip ∙  Award for Planning Excellence, Canadian Institute of Planners  
Conceptual Development Plan for the City Centre of Yuxi, China

2000 
Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia Medal,  ∙ aibc  
Pacific Canada Pavilion, Vancouver Aquarium, Vancouver bc
Architectural Institute of British Columbia Innovation Award   ∙
Pacific Canada Pavilion, Vancouver Aquarium, Vancouver bc
crsi ∙  Design Award, Concrete Reinforcing Steel Institute  
Chan Centre for the Performing Arts, Vancouver bc

 
1998 

Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia Medal,  ∙ aibc  
Chan Centre for the Performing Arts, Vancouver bc
usitt ∙  Merit Award, United States Institute for Theater Technology  
Chan Centre for the Performing Arts, Vancouver bc

1997 
Winner,  ∙ bc Steel Design Awards  
Chan Centre for the Performing Arts, Vancouver bc

1995 
Order of Canada ∙

1992 
Winner, Canadian National Selection  ∙ Canada Pavilion, Expo ’92, Seville Spain
Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia Medal,  ∙ aibc  
False Creek Yacht Club/Anderson’s Restaurant, Vancouver bc

1990 
Governor General Medal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada   ∙
Point Grey Road Condominiums, Vancouver bc
Governor General Medal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada   ∙
False Creek Yacht Club/Anderson’s Restaurant, Vancouver bc
Excellence on the Waterfront Award, The Waterfront Center, Washington  ∙ dc False 
Creek Yacht Club / Anderson’s Restaurant, Vancouver bc

1986 
Canadian Travel and Tourism Award   ∙
Northwest Territories Pavilion, Expo ’86, Vancouver bc
Canadian Wood Council Award   ∙
Northwest Territories Pavilion, Expo ’86, Vancouver bc

1981 
Canadian Architect Design Award  ∙ 12th Avenue Condominiums, Vancouver bc



SELECTED 
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2010
Adams, James.  ∙ Canadians Changing the World, The Globe & Mail, Dec 31, 2010
Iovine, Julie V.  ∙ Setting the Stage for Renewal, The Wall Street Journal, Dec 8, 
2010
Parkade at Southern Alberta Institute of Technology, Canada ∙ , e-architect, Dec 5, 
2010
Stoelker, Tom.  ∙ D.C.’s Southwest Revival by Art, The Architect’s Newspaper, Dec 3, 
2010
Best of What’s New 2010 – Engineering –Noise Discipline (Kogod Cradle at Arena  ∙
Stage), Popular Science, Dec 2010 issue
Kristal, Marc.  ∙ Bing Thom’s new Arena Stage, dwell, Nov 4, 2010
Sokol, David.  ∙ Drama Scene, Azure, Nov/Dec issue
Rochan, Lisa.  ∙ The Arena Stage: A home for high drama in a once-troubled ‘hood’, 
The Globe and Mail, Oct 29, 2010
Russell, James S.   ∙ Arena Stage’s $135 Million Capital Revamp Makes Concrete 
Sexy, Bloomberg, Oct 26, 2010
Kennicott, Philip.  ∙ As it redevelops Southwest, the District should follow the lead 
of Arena Stage, The Washington Post, Oct 23, 2010
Sinowski, Kelly.  ∙ Renowned Vancouver architect helps revitalize DC 
neighbourhood, The Vancouver Sun, Oct 22, 2010
Triplett, William.  ∙ In the Wider Arena, The Wall Street Journal, Oct 21, 2010
Savage, Luiza Ch.  ∙ Changing the face of Washington, MacLean’s Magazine, Oct 
18, 2010
Ijeh, Ike.  ∙ Arena Stage, Washington by Bing Thom: Through a glass darkly, 
Building.co.uk, Oct 15, 2010
Rybczynski, Witold.  ∙ A Renaissance in Washington DC, Slate, Oct 14, 2010
Bernstein, Fred A.  ∙ Washington’s Fresh Coat of Greasepaint, The New York Times, 
Oct 6, 2010
Hales, Linda.  ∙ The Bell Jar, Metropolis, Oct 2010
Stathaki, Ellie.  ∙ Retaking the Stage, Wallpaper, Oct 2010
Kennicott, Philip.  ∙ Bing Thom’s Arena Raises Stakes for Civic Architecture, 
Architectural Record, Sept 26, 2010
Kennicott, Philip.  ∙ A brilliant space, a challenge to the city, The Washington Post, 
Sept 26, 2010
Kennicott, Philip.  ∙ Raising the Curtain on Bing Thom, The Washington Post, Sept 
26, 2010
Saltman, Jennifer.  ∙ New Surrey library envisioned as a gathering place, The 
Province, Jun 11, 2010
Capps, Kriston.  ∙ Rubells Name Architects for Randall School Project, DCist, May 
27, 2010
Macdonald, Christopher.  ∙ A Guidebook to Contemporary Architecture in 
Vancouver, Douglas & McIntyre, Apr 2010
Beaver, Robyn.  ∙ 21st Century Houses: 150 of the World’s Best, Images Publishing 
Group, Apr 2010
Arab, Paula.  ∙ Paving paradise but putting up cloud nine, instead: Calgary’s 
hidden work of art, Calgary Herald, Apr 21, 2010
Rochon, Lisa.  ∙ Surrey, Vancouver’s ‘ugly sister,’ puts on a fresh face, The Globe & 
Mail, Feb 19, 2010
Murphy, Kim.  ∙ Vancouver engineers its own urban dream, The Los Angeles Times, 
Jan 12, 2010
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2009
Bing Thom on Building Urbanism with a Light Touch ∙ , AIArchitect, Oct 16, 2009
Eberts, Jerry.  ∙ SAIT Polytechnic Parkade, Award Magazine, Dec 2009
Warp & Twist ∙ , Canadian Consulting Engineer, Dec 2009
Jones, Will.  ∙ Unbuilt Masterworks of the 21st Century, Thames & Hudson, Oct 
2009
Bing Thom Architects – Trafalgar Square Installation ∙ , ArchInnovations.com, Feb 
6, 2009
Regan, Keith.  ∙ History with a cutting edge, Achieving Business Excellence, Jan 
2009

2008
Rochon, Lisa.  ∙ Straight from B.C., ideas as big as all Texas, The Globe & Mail, Nov 
29, 2008
Szacka, Lea-Catherine.  ∙ Vancouveritis, Canadian Architect, Sept 2008
Sunset Community Centre ∙ , Architectural Record, Oct 2008
About Possibility of the Scale ∙ , Architecture & Culture, Sept 2008
MacInnes, Rhona.  ∙ Sunset Community Centre, Award Magazine, Aug 2008
Ditmars, Hadani,  ∙ The architecture of Vancouverism, The Guardian,  
Jun 27, 2008
Trafalgar Square sculpture highlights Canadian architecture ∙ , Building Design—
uk, Jun 17, 2008
Dykk, Lloyd.  ∙ Acclaimed bc architecture on show in London’s festival, Vancouver 
Sun, Jun 7, 2008
Lederman, Marsha.  ∙ Mayor’s Arts Awards presented in Vancouver, The Globe  
& Mail, Jun 6, 2008
Harris, Michael.  ∙ The Bing Picture, Vancouver Magazine, Jun 2008
Boddy, Trevor.  ∙ A good fit with both site and community, The Globe & Mail, Apr 11, 
2008
Pressley, Nelson.  ∙ Arena, the Detouring Theater Company, The Washington Post, 
Feb 24, 2008

2007
Rochon, Lisa.  ∙ Landmarks, pinnacles, passages, The Globe & Mail, Dec 29, 2007
Bula, Francis.  ∙ Centres of Great Design, Vancouver Sun, Dec 22, 2007
Lassek, P.J.  ∙ Plans For Developing Along River Anticipated, Tulsa World, Nov2007
Aberdeen Centre, Canada ∙ , Tasarim, Oct 2007
Tetley, Deborah.  ∙ sait Looks to Future, The Calgary Herald, May 4, 2007
Boddy, Trevor.  ∙ A symphony of house and garden, The Globe and Mail,  
Mar 2, 2007
Boddy, Trevor.  ∙ Shopping Centers: Cultural Icons-Aberdeen Centre, Architectural 
Record, Feb 2007
Mosier, Jeff.  ∙ In fw, A Glimpse of Grandeur, Dallas News, Jan 26, 2007

2006
Previch, Chad.  ∙ Architect Wants to Help Tulsa, The Oklahoman,  
Oct 19, 2006
Rule, Carolann,  ∙ Grand Illusion, Western Living Magazine, Oct 2006
McLellan, Wendy.  ∙ sfu Surrey Adds Gown to Town, The Province,  
Aug 31, 2006
Bing Thom to Design  ∙ sait’s Trades and Technology Complex, Canadian Architect, 
Aug 9, 2006
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Taggart, Jim.  ∙ Suburban Shift, Canadian Architect, Aug 2006
Barber, Brian.  ∙ Designer Goes With River’s Flow, Tulsa World, Jul 23, 2006
Roohani, Alexis. ∙  A home designed from the garden in, The Globe & Mail, Jun 30, 
2006
Gill, Alexandra.  ∙ Bing Thom’s Vision for a New Vancouver, The Globe and Mail, 
May 13, 2006

2005
Slessor, Catherine.  ∙ Shiny Shopping, The Architectural Review, Nov 2005
Surrey Central City ∙ , Wood Design & Building, Autumn 2005
Grand Visions ∙ , Forth Worth Star-Telegram, Jun 12, 2005
Dunham-Jones, Ellen.  ∙ Suburban Retrofits, Demographics and Sustainability, 
Places, A Forum of Environmental Design Vol 17, No 2, Summer 2005
Surrey Central City ∙ , Wood Design & Building, Spring 2005
Bernstein, Fred A.  ∙ Revitalizing the Banks of Washington’s Forgotten River, The 
New York Times, Mar 27, 2005
Patterson, Jennifer.  ∙ Philosopher Bing, Design Quarterly, Winter 2005

2004 
Kelly, Karin.  ∙ fw Riverfront Model Unveiled, Dallas News, Dec 9,2004 
Pressley, Nelson.  ∙ Creating Creative Spaces, The Washington Post, Dec 12, 2004 
Bing Thom, “The Power 50” ∙ , Vancouver Magazine, Dec 2004
Contaminazioni Vitali—Surrey Central City ∙ , l’arca Magazine, Issue 196, 2004
Schurman, Mitchell.  ∙ Designer Using His Flair on New tcc Campus, Star-Telegram, 
Nov 3, 2004
Boddy, Trevor,  ∙ Chinese Puzzle, bc Business Magazine, Nov 2004
Grdadolnik, Helena.  ∙ Master Builders, Canadian Architect, Sept 2004
Wenjun, Zhi & Yu, Cai.  ∙ Factualism and Innovation: Bing Thom Architects and its 
Works, Time & Architecture Magazine, Jul 2004
Bing Thom Shanghaied for World Expo ∙ , Journal of Commerce, Jul 16, 2004
Come Machina Scenica—Arena Stage ∙ , Washington dc, l’arca,  
Issue 191, 2004 
Warson, Albert.  ∙ bc Complex Gets a New Lease on Life, The Globe & Mail, Apr 13, 
2004
Taggart, Jim.  ∙ Surrey Central City, Wood Design and Building/Wood le Bois, 
Spring 2004 
Slessor, Catherine.  ∙ Touching Heaven, The Architectural Review, Mar 2004   
Taggart, Jim.  ∙ Connect the Sprawl, Canadian Architect, Mar 2004 
Boddy, Trevor.  ∙ Surrey Central City Wins ‘Urban Development Oscar’, Vancouver 
Sun, Mar 16, 2004 
McPhedran, Kerry.  ∙ Bing Thom is in the House, nuvo Magazine, Vol 7, No 1, 
Spring 2004  
Boddy, Trevor.  ∙ East Meets West at Aberdeen, Vancouver Sun,  
Jan 19, 2004
Boddy, Trevor.  ∙ Surrey Central City a “Commitment to Urbanity”, Vancouver Sun, 
Jan 12, 2004
Von Hahn, Karen.  ∙ Nouveau Richmond, The Globe and Mail, Jan 10, 2004

2003
Chow, Wyng.  ∙ Richmond Gets a New Mall, The Vancouver Sun, Dec 13, 2003
Burgess, Steve.  ∙ The Power 50, Vancouver Magazine, Dec 2003
Rochon, Lisa.  ∙ Thom Goes to Washington, The Globe and Mail, Oct 8, 2003
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Forgey, Benjamin.  ∙ Standing Ovation, The Washington Post, Sept 27, 2003
Bigger Theater for Washington ∙ , The New York Times, Sept 29, 2003
Central Focus ∙ , The Architectural Review, Sept 2003
Rossiter, Sean.  ∙ Vancouver’s Designs Flatter the World, The Vancouver Sun, Mar 
15, 2003

2002
Haden, Bruce.  ∙ Sea Change, Canadian Architect, Nov 2002
Mickleburgh, Rod.  ∙ Tower Bid has Vancouver in a Fit of Pique, The Globe and Mail, 
Aug 18, 2002
Mick, Hayley.  ∙ How High is Too High?, The Vancouver Sun, Aug 2, 2002
Roan, Neill Archer,  ∙ Scale + Timbre: The Chan Centre for the Performing Arts, 
Black Dog Publishing, 2002

2001
Chan Centre of  ∙ ubc, Vancouver, Canada, 1998, World Architecture,  
Oct 2001

2000
Warson, Albert.  ∙ Techbc Campus Meets the Mall, The Globe and Mail, Oct 3, 2000
MacLellan, Lila.  ∙ Tidal Change, Western Living, Apr 2000

Pre-2000
Sound of Silence ∙ , World Architecture, Oct 1998
Dritmanis, John.  ∙ The Chan Centre In Concert, Western Living, Sept 1998
Hunter, Jennifer.  ∙ The New Politics of Language, Maclean’s, Mar 16, 1998 
Haden, Bruce.  ∙ Concert Halls 1: Pacific Opus, Canadian Architect, Mar 1998
Weder, Adele.  ∙ On the Verge—Bing Thom Architects, Azure, Jan/Feb 1998
Bing Thom ∙ , Sunday Magazine—China Western News, Sept 1997
Schaap, Tanya.  ∙ The Chan Centre for the Performing Arts, Award Magazine, Feb 
1997
Thom, Bing and Zago, Luciano.  ∙ Working in China: A Personal View, Insite, 
Architecture and Design, Nov, 1995
Tao, Yong An.  ∙ Bing Thom, China Western News, Feb 27, 1994
Spanish Design, the Canadian Way ∙ , Architectural Record Lighting, Nov 1992
Pabellón del Canadá,  ∙ on, Diseño, La Arquitectura de la Expo ‘92
McPhedran, Kerry.  ∙ Los Tres Caballeros, Canadian, Oct 1991
1990 Governor General’s Medal—Point Grey Road Condominiums ∙ , Vancouver, 
The Canadian Architect, Mar 1991
Dubois, Macy.  ∙ Going to the Fair, The Canadian Architect, Oct 1990
Betonperle Mit Gläserner Schale ∙ , Häuser, Feb 1990
Vancouver: Yacht Club Ohne Seefahrt—Romantik ∙ , Häuser, Jan 1990
Lin, Xin.  ∙ Career Profile—Bing Thom, Lifestyle Magazine, Chinese Edition, Dec 
1988
Bing Thom, High Profiles ∙ , Vancouver Sun, Apr 1988




