
60 Atlantic Avenue 
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Quadrangle Architects’ renovation of 60 Atlantic Avenue in Toronto's Liberty Village, their most 
recent adaptive-reuse project, demonstrates the firm’s continuing leadership in transforming the 
historically industrial zone in Toronto’s west end into a vibrant mixed-use neighbourhood and 
hub for creative sector businesses.  

The brick building was constructed in 1898 as a warehouse for St. David's Wine Grower's Co.  
In 1922 it became a warehouse for Eaton's Department Store, and then in the 1990s Artscape 
converted it into artist studios. After a century of renovations, the exterior was in rough shape,  
the interior was congested and convoluted and the building seemed slated for demolition. 

Instead, Hullmark hired Quadrangle to embrace the building’s potential and history, while 
infusing it with a contemporary spirit to transform the setting into a vibrant, neighbourhood hub. 
Quadrangle began by stripping away, revealing, reinforcing, power washing and sandblasting the 
building back to its original state. Honouring the industrial vernacular of the area, they added a 
Corten steel and glass circulation core that is boldly based in the here and now. The addition 
unifies the building at all levels, improving the flow and access to and through the building.  

Excavating the site, they exposed the basement to a new outdoor courtyard, transforming the 
lower level into a bright and open space ideally suited to a lively restaurant with an outdoor beer 
garden. The new main entrance and courtyard provide an accessible entrance and intensify street 
connections. Upstairs, they created studio and office spaces that enhance the original brick walls 
and heavy timber beams, high ceilings, open floorplates and generous windows with the 
advantages of contemporary heating, cooling and air quality systems, making the units ideally 
suited to tenants from the creative and technology industries. 

The updated design and materials visually illustrate the building’s history. Where reconstruction 
and restoration were required, new grey brick was used, contrasting with the original buff brick. 
This augmented the building’s brick stratum, which through changing materials already told the 
story of its transformation over a century. 

Inside and out, the design team infused art into the project to support the revitalization. A super-
sized “60” painted on the south façade increases the brand presence and attracts the attention of 
the area’s many design studios and passersby. On the interior, an artistic film with a historic map 
of the neighbourhood draws on the site’s past to provide shade and privacy for its users.  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

QUADRANGLE ARCHITECTS NAMED ONE OF CANADA’S BEST MANAGED COMPANIES
Designers celebrate 30 years of building talent, clients’ businesses and urban communities

TORONTO – March 10, 2016 – Quadrangle Architects is proud to announce that we have been 
named one of Canada’s Best Managed Companies in 2015. This award recognizes Canadian 
owned and managed companies with revenues over $10 million that have continuously 
outperformed their competitors by creating jobs, achieving sustainable growth and excelling 
both at home and abroad. The competition is sponsored by Deloitte, CIBC, National Post, 
Queen’s School of Business and MacKay CEO Forums, with the results published in the March 
9 edition of The National Post.

“To be recognized as one of Canada’s Best Managed Companies is a testament to the efforts 
of our entire organization,” said Susan Ruptash, Managing Principal Quadrangle Architects, 
“Quadrangle’s commitment to developing diverse expertise, professionalism and inspiring 
design solutions has led to results that extend well beyond financial performance.” Ruptash 
added, “This award is an ideal way to celebrate how over 30 years Quadrangle has evolved 
and flourished while supporting our client’s businesses, building thoughtful communities and 
creating new opportunities.”

Hundreds of Canadian companies were evaluated by an independent judging panel on 
how they address various business challenges, including new technologies, globalization, 
brand management, leadership, leveraging and developing core competencies, designing 
information systems, and hiring and fostering the right talent to facilitate growth.

Quadrangle Architects balances creative innovation with in-depth expertise to solve business 
challenges – and build lasting partnerships. We collaborate with key clients in media, 
hospitality, retail and other sectors, as well as developers of multi-unit residential projects. Our 
Toronto-based firm includes recognized leaders in areas such as accessibility and sustainable 
design, as well as experts in technically demanding industries such as Content Media. Over 
the years, our work has earned acclaim and won many Canadian and international awards. 

For more information on the 2015 Canada’s Best Managed Companies announcement, 
please click here.
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